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        Regular Meeting 

        May 6, 2009 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Homer held on Wednesday, May 

6, 2009, in the board room of the Town Hall Building was called to order by Supervisor 

Frederick J. Forbes at 6:30 p.m. 

 

PRESENT 

 

 Frederick J. Forbes, Supervisor 

 Barry E. Warren, Councilman 

 Dan A. Weddle, Councilman 

 Kevin M. Williams, Councilman 

 Brian D. Young, Councilman 

 Patrick M. Snyder, Attorney for the Town 

 John R. Phelps, Highway Superintendent 

 Anita W. Jebbett, Town Clerk 

 

OTHERS PRESENT 

 

 Randy Crawford, Crawford & Stearns, Architects 

 Stephen McMahon, Supervisor, Town of Scott (arriving at 8:00 p.m.) 

 

Supervisor Forbes led those present in the pledge of allegiance. 

 

MINUTES 

 

The minutes of the April 8th public hearing and regular meeting were 

approved as presented, on motion by Councilman Williams, seconded by 

Councilman Weddle and carried unanimously. 

 

MONTHLY REPORTS 

 

 Presented for audit by the Board were: 

1.  The Town Clerk’s monthly report of all receipts and disbursements for the 

month of April. 

2.  The Supervisor’s monthly report of all moneys received and disbursed over the 

past month. 

3.  Dog Control Officer’s monthly report of activities for April. 

4.  Code Enforcement Officer’s monthly report of building permits issued. 

 

 

BILLS TO BE PAID 

 

General bills were approved as audited on motion by Councilman Williams, 

seconded by Councilman Young and carried unanimously:  RESOLVED: that 

General vouchers #104 through #130 totaling $20,766.52 be approved for 

payment. 

 

Highway bills were approved as audited on motion by Councilman Young, 

seconded by Councilman Warren and carried unanimously:  RESOLVED: that 

Highway vouchers #69 through #90 totaling $34,791.68 be approved for 

payment. 
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TOWN HALL RENOVATIONS 

 

 Board members and Architect Randy Crawford had looked over the outside of the 

Town Hall prior to the Board meeting.  There was much discussion about the concrete 

work in need of repair on the outside of the building and about what would be involved in 

repairing rather than replacing the windows.   

 Crawford discussed the pros and cons of outside storm windows and interior 

storm windows.  He suggested that repairing and sealing the windows in the top level of 

the Town Hall and insulating the roof would do much to contain energy costs.  In his 

opinion, replacement windows are not as easily repaired and will not last as long as the 

old windows.  He said that while repairing the windows, up-to-date weather-stripping 

could be added.  He was uncertain whether inside or outside windows would be better, 

and he wanted to investigate this further. 

 The Board requested that Crawford begin preparing the specifications for the 

repair of existing windows, construction of storm windows, and repair of the damaged 

masonry on the building. This will include an optional plan for the removal of the 

existing entrance to the senior center, and construction of a masonry entrance, the plans 

for which were previously presented to the board.  

 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 Memorial Day Parade – Supervisor Forbes said that he has once again lined up 

Randy Thomas and his team of draft horses and wagon for the Board members to ride in 

for the Memorial Day Parade on May 25th. 

 

 Assessment Re-valuation – Supervisor Forbes reported on a meeting he had with 

Cortland County Real Property Tax Services Director Bill Cinquanti and Assessor Nedra 

Griswold.  They had suggested that the planned re-valuation of Homer assessments be 

postponed a year until 2011, due to the poor economy and fluctuation in housing values. 

There was much discussion. 

 On motion by Councilman Young, seconded by Councilman Williams and carried 

unanimously:  RESOLVED:  that, due to current economic factors, there will be a 

one-year moratorium on conducting a re-valuation of Town of Homer assessments 

until 2011. 

 

 Farmland Protection Grant– Forbes noted that there will be a meeting of the 

committee on Farmland Protection on Thursday, May 7th.  He expressed his 

disappointment that the consultants proposing to develop a Farmland Protection Plan put 

in a bid for $74,450 of the $75,000 grant awarded. 

 

 Historic Marker request – Town Historian Martin Sweeney has requested that an 

historic marker be placed in front of the house once lived in by William O. Stoddard, 

assistant personal secretary to Abraham Lincoln, at 5 Albany Street.  The cost of the 

marker is $895 with $30 shipping charge, and the post is $114 with a $25 shipping fee.  

The Village Board has decided that they would pay one-half the cost or $532. 

On motion by Councilman Williams, seconded by Councilman Warren and carried 

unanimously:  RESOLVED: that the Town of Homer pay one-half the cost of the 

William O. Stoddard historical marker, or $532.00, to be placed in front of his 

boyhood home at 5 Albany Street in the Village. 

 

 Consolidation with the Town of Scott – Scott Supervisor Stephen McMahon was 

present to see if the Homer Town Board was interested in looking into consolidating the 

Towns of Homer and Scott. 

On motion by Councilman Young, seconded by Councilman Williams and carried 

unanimously:  RESOLVED: Whereas the board members of the Towns of Homer and 

Scott recognize the burden that local taxpayers bear in funding Local, State, and 

Federal Governments; 

 And Whereas the same board members realize it is their responsibility to 

consider all avenues available toward reducing the tax burden on its residents; 
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Be It Known that the boards have chosen to take action on their 

constituents’ behalf to attempt to reduce the costs of local government by 

investigating the merits of consolidating the Towns of Homer and Scott. 

Also Be It Known that the boards acknowledge that they shall 

consider, not only the savings in taxes, but the quality of services to their 

constituents, respectively and collectively, understanding that both are 

important and require thoughtful consideration. 

  In passing this Resolution, the Town Boards of Homer and Scott agree 

to form a joint committee that shall: 

Include the Supervisor and at least one Councilor from each town 

board, a non-government affiliated member of each town, and the Town’s 

Attorney; 

Meet once per month at a convenient location mutually agreed upon, 

beginning in the month of May 2009 until the background, research, and 

results are complete; 

Utililize any and all assets available to provide the most accurate 

assessment, and 

 Be It Resolved, that the Town Board of the Town of Homer, upon completion 

of this research will present its findings and recommendations to each respective 

board. 

 Also, Be It Resolved, that the Town Board of the Town of Homer recognizes 

and will accept the findings of this joint committee, but is not bound by these 

findings. 

 

 

ATTORNEY FOR THE TOWN 

 

 Attorney Patrick Snyder reported that he is looking into local laws to set weight 

limits on Town roads in preparation for heavy traffic that may occur for gas drilling 

and/or wind turbines.  He said he would have the rough draft by the next meeting. 

 

 Snyder said that he had still not been contacted by Suit-Kote regarding proposed 

extension of mining operations off Health Camp Road.  He had spoken with the local 

DEC office who said that Suit-Kote’s permit is incomplete. 

 

 In response to a question from Councilman Young, Attorney Snyder said that he 

was waiting to hear from Assessor Nedra Griswold on whether the Town should go to 

trial over “Just Dandy” ‘s (gas station/convenience store in Little York)  assessment 

protest, or to offer to settle the matter.  He said that the decision would ultimately be 

made by the Town Board. 

 

 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT 

 

Highway Superintendent Phelps reported that someone had vandalized the roof of 

the salt storage building over the weekend, making numerous cuts in the roof material, 

some over 4 feet long, and putting some graffiti  on the inside of the building.  Doug 

Benson of Benson’s Farm Equipment, Groton, who sold the Town the building, said that 

he was not sure that a patch would hold up to the wind.  He suggested replacing the entire 

roof, estimated to cost around $11,000.  Phelps said that the damage had been reported to 

the Village Police and to the Town’s insurance company.  He thought there would be a 

$1,000 deductible. 

Supervisor Forbes suggested publicizing the vandalism in the Cortland Standard 

and offering a reward for information on who might have perpetrated the crime.   

 

On motion by Councilman Warren, seconded by Councilman Young and carried 

unanimously:  RESOLVED: that the Town of Homer offer a $250 reward for 

information leading to the arrest of those who vandalized the Town’s salt storage 

building over the May 2nd & 3rd weekend, pending approval by the Attorney for the 

Town. 

 

Phelps also reported that they are now stockpiling sand for the 2009-2010 winter season. 
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HOMER SENIOR CENTER 

 

Councilman Warren reported that the Seniors had decided to use the same paint 

colors as had been used in the new Court Room and entrance to brighten up their large 

meeting room.  Warren had spackled and caulked the walls and a small group of the 

Seniors had painted the walls a “squash” color and the wainscoting bright white.  One 

wall will be painted a lighter version of the “squash” color as will the hallway to the 

lower lobby.  Warren said that the Seniors intend to reimburse the Town for the cost of 

the paint, around $67.00. 

Supervisor Forbes thanked Warren for all of his help. 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

 

 

        Anita W. Jebbett 

        Town Clerk 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


